Abbreviations: Hessels = Ecclesiae Londino-Batavum Archivum. Epistulae et Tractatus cum Reformationis tum Ecclesiae Londino-Batavae Illustrantes ed. by J.H. Hessels, 3 vols.., (Cambridge, 1887-97 Londen, 1568 -1585 (Kampen, 1994 , 45-48. 3 The reason for preferring the generic 'Anabaptist' to more theologically correct a religious meeting. They placed them under arrest, took their names and ordered them not to leave the building. While the rector and the constable returned to the church for the service, Friend and two other officers notified the bishop of London Edwin Sandys. The Anabaptists who had been left in the meantime without any guard were then escorted to the Marshalsea prison in Southwark on the south side of the Thames.4
Hitherto the subsequent trial for heresy of these Flemish Anabaptists in 1575 has attracted little notice. In the standard histories of Elizabeth's reign the case usually receives short shrift.5 This neglect is also evident among scholars of the Radical Reformation, with the exception of G.H. Williams, whose Radical Reformation neatly combines the several accounts to be found in the Martyrs Mirror." Yet this episode deserves to be better known, not least for it affected relations between the Anabaptists and the Calvinists in the late sixteenth century and affords an opportunity to consider the methodology of the Mennonite martyrologies in the seventeenth century.
The decision to condemn Jan Pietersz. and Hendric ter Woert to be burnt on 22 July can properly be described as sensational. The last Protestants to have been burnt at the stake for heresy in England had been executed only a week before the death of Mary Tudor herself on 17 7 November 1558. In the summer of 1575 the fires were lit again, this time on the orders of a Protestant Queen, and at Smithfield of all places. It was an outcome as surprising to the Spanish representative in London7 as descriptions, such as 'Mennonite', 'Baptist', 'separatist' or 'radical brethren', is simply convenience; no more and no less. 4 This account of the discovery is based on the sworn statement of the Rector and the Constable made on 25 September 1575 for which see Hessels, II, 522-23; 702-03; according to Symeon Ruytinck, who in the early seventeenth century contributed to a history of the Netherlanders and their congregations in England, the Anabaptists had assembled for a baptism, but were interrupted, Ruytinck 108. 
